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For many Canadian enterprises, the IT landscape is no longer a binary choice between on-premise
infrastructure and the public cloud. A hybrid cloud strategy, blending the best of both worlds, is
increasingly becoming the optimal approach. Within this hybrid model, Tier 2 data centres play a
crucial, often unsung, role in providing a secure, reliable, and cost-effective foundation for
workloads that may not be suitable for hyperscale public clouds or that require specific colocation
benefits.

Micro Computer Consulting Inc. (MCC Inc.), with its robust Cloud & Data Centre Solutions,
including strategically located Tier 2 Data Centres, helps Canadian businesses design and
implement effective hybrid cloud strategies. This article explores the significant advantages that Tier
2 data centres bring to enterprises across Canada, from Ontario to beyond.

Understanding Data Centre Tiers (Briefly)

Data centre tiers (1, Il, lll, IV) define the level of infrastructure redundancy and expected uptime.
While Tier Ill and IV centres offer the highest levels of fault tolerance (and cost), Tier 2 facilities
provide a strong balance of reliability and affordability:

e Tier 2: Offers redundant site infrastructure components (power, cooling) beyond Tier 1,
leading to improved protection against disruptions. They typically guarantee at least
99.741% uptime.

Why Tier 2 Data Centres are a Smart Choice for Canadian Hybrid Cloud Strategies:

Hyperscale public clouds (AWS, Azure, GCP) offer immense scalability and a vast array of services.
However, not all workloads are a perfect fit. Here’s where Tier 2 data centres, like those offered by
MCC Inc., become invaluable for Canadian enterprises:

1. Cost-Effective Colocation for Stable Workloads:

e Canadian Context: For predictable, stable workloads that don't require the
constant elasticity of the public cloud, colocating servers in a Tier 2 data centre can
be significantly more cost-effective than running them in a hyperscaler or
maintaining an expensive on-premise facility.

e MCC Inc.'s Offering: Our Tier 2 Data Centres provide secure, managed
environments for your hardware, allowing you to control your capital expenditure



while benefiting from shared infrastructure costs for power, cooling, and physical
security.

2. Enhanced Control & Customization:

Canadian Context: Some Canadian enterprises have specific hardware
requirements, legacy systems, or customized configurations that are difficult or
expensive to replicate in the public cloud.

MCC Inc.'s Offering: Colocation in our Tier 2 facilities gives you greater control
over your hardware and software stack, allowing for tailored solutions that meet
your precise needs. This is a key part of our Server Deployment Services and
Server Setup and Relocation offerings.

3. Bridging the Gap: Facilitating Hybrid Connectivity:

Canadian Context: Tier 2 data centres often serve as strategic interconnection
hubs, providing low-latency, high-bandwidth connectivity to various cloud providers,
network carriers (including MCC Inc.'s own ISP Fibre Services), and business
partners.

MCC Inc.'s Offering: Our facilities are designed to enable seamless hybrid cloud
deployments, making it easier to connect your colocated resources with public
cloud services or your Canadian office locations.

4. Robust Disaster Recovery (DR) Solutions:

Canadian Context: Utilizing a geographically separate Tier 2 data centre as a DR
site is a common and effective strategy for Canadian businesses. It provides a
secure location to replicate critical data and systems, ensuring business continuity.
MCC Inc.'s Offering: Our Backup and Disaster Recovery (BDR) Services can be
integrated with our Tier 2 Data Centres to provide a comprehensive DR solution,
including Rapid Data Restoration capabilities. This is a cornerstone of our Cloud &
Data Centre Solutions.

5. Meeting Specific Data Sovereignty & Compliance Needs:

Canadian Context: While major cloud providers offer Canadian regions, some
enterprises prefer or require their data to reside in specific Canadian-owned and
operated facilities, or have particular compliance needs best met through
colocation.

MCC Inc.'s Offering: Our Canadian-based Tier 2 data centres help businesses
address data sovereignty concerns and can be configured to support various
Compliance (NIST, PCI, HIPAA) requirements.

6. Stepping Stone to the Cloud (Gradual Migration):

Canadian Context: For businesses not ready for a full-scale public cloud migration,
a Tier 2 data centre can serve as an interim step. You can modernize by moving out
of an aging on-premise facility into a more resilient and managed data centre
environment, then gradually migrate workloads to the public cloud as appropriate.



e MCC Inc.'s Offering: Our Cloud Migration services can be phased, leveraging our
data centres as part of a carefully planned journey to the cloud or a long-term hybrid
state.

MCC Inc.: Your Partner for Strategic Hybrid Cloud & Data Centre Solutions in Canada

Choosing the right mix of on-premise, colocation, and public cloud services is a critical strategic
decision for Canadian enterprises. Micro Computer Consulting Inc. provides:

e Expert IT Consulting: We help you assess your workloads and determine the optimal
placement strategy within a hybrid model.

e Secure Tier 2 Data Centre Facilities: Offering reliable power, cooling, physical security,
and robust connectivity.

e Comprehensive Managed Services: From Server Deployment and Cloud Management
to ongoing Managed IT Support, we can manage your hybrid environment.

o Integrated BDR & Cybersecurity: Ensuring your colocated and cloud assets are protected
and recoverable through our BDR Services and Cybersecurity Services (including our
24/7 SOC).

Conclusion: The Strategic Value of Tier 2 Data Centres for Canadian Resilience & Efficiency

In the complex IT landscape of today, Tier 2 data centres are far from obsolete. For Canadian
enterprises pursuing a hybrid cloud strategy, they offer a compelling combination of cost-efficiency,
control, reliability, and strategic connectivity. They are a vital component in building resilient,
adaptable, and future-proof IT infrastructures.

Is your Canadian enterprise exploring hybrid cloud solutions? Contact Micro Computer
Consulting Inc. today to learn how our Tier 2 Data Centres and comprehensive Cloud & Data
Centre Solutions can support your strategic IT objectives.
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